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§200.57 Relationships with other mem-
bers.

Each member should recognize that
his conscience and those of other mem-
bers are distinct entities and that dif-
fering shades of opinion should be an-
ticipated. The free expression of opin-
ion is a safeguard against the domina-
tion of this Commission by less than a
majority, and is a keystone of the com-
mission type of administration. How-
ever, a member should never permit his
personal opinion so to conflict with the
opinion of another member as to de-
velop animosity or unfriendliness in
the Commission, and every effort
should be made to promote solidarity
of conclusion.

§200.58 Maintenance of independence.

This Commission has been estab-
lished to administer laws enacted by
the Congress. Its members are ap-
pointed by the President by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate to
serve terms as provided by law. How-
ever, under the law, this is an inde-
pendent Agency, and in performing
their duties, members should exhibit a
spirit of firm independence and reject
any effort by representatives of the ex-
ecutive or legislative branches of the
government to affect their independent
determination of any matter being con-
sidered by this Commission. A member
should not be swayed by partisan de-
mands, public clamor or considerations
of personal popularity or notoriety; so
also he should be above fear of unjust
criticism by anyone.

§200.59 Relationship with persons
subject to regulation.

In all matters before him, a member
should administer the law without re-
gard to any personality involved, and
with regard only to the issues. Mem-
bers should not become indebted in any
way to persons who are or may become
subject to their jurisdiction. No mem-
ber should accept loans, presents or fa-
vors of undue value from persons who
are regulated or who represent those
who are regulated. In performing their
judicial functions, members should
avoid discussion of a matter with any
person outside this Commission and its
staff while that matter is pending. In
the performance of his rule-making
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and administrative functions, a mem-
ber has a duty to solicit the views of
interested persons. Care must be taken
by a member in his relationship with
persons within or outside of the Com-
mission to separate the judicial and
the rule-making functions and to ob-
serve the liberties of discussion respec-
tively appropriate. Insofar as it is con-
sistent with the dignity of his official
position, he should maintain contact
with the persons outside the agency
who may be affected by his rule-mak-
ing functions, but he should not accept
unreasonable or lavish hospitality in so
doing.

§200.60 Qualification to participate in
particular matters.

The question in a particular matter
rests with that individual member.
Each member should weigh carefully
the question of his qualification with
respect to any matter wherein he or
any relatives or former business associ-
ates or clients are involved. He should
disqualify himself in the event he ob-
tained knowledge prior to becoming a
member of the facts at issue before him
in a quasi-judicial proceeding, or in
other types of proceeding in any mat-
ter involving parties in whom he has
any interest or relationship directly or
indirectly. If an interested person sug-
gests that a member should disqualify
himself in a particular matter because
of bias or prejudice, the member shall
be the judge of his own qualification.

§200.61 Impressions of influence.

A member should not, by his con-
duct, permit the impression to prevail
that any person can improperly influ-
ence him, that any person unduly en-
joys his favor or that he is affected in
any way by the rank, position, pres-
tige, or affluence of any person.
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All proceedings required to be deter-
mined by the Commission on the
record shall be determined by the
members solely upon the record and
the arguments of the parties or their
counsel properly made in the regular
course of such proceeding. A member
shall at all times comply with the
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